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Re Knoxville letter 7/17/70. 


who were arrested during the disturbances 1/15/70, at DT 
for Inciting a riot and disturbing the peace have been 
convicted in Knox County Criminal Court and have received 
fines ranging from $25.00 to $300.00 and/or sentences in 
the Xnox County Workhouse from ten days to six months. 

Be seated that the leader of this demonstration was the 
only one convicted on the felony charge of inciting a riot 
and be received a two-year prison term; however, he is 
appealing his case. * 


are still to 


! | stated that cases of seven of the above 
eard on 2/23/71. 


In addition, the cases of the 36 to 40 individuals 
who were arrested for disorderly conduct and for disturbing 
a religious ceremony 5/28/70, are to be presented before the 
Knox County Grand Jury starting 1/18/71. This action involved 
the appearance of President NIXON at the BILLY GRAHAM Crusade 
being held in Knoxville, Tennessee, during the latter part of 
May, 1970. 

V 

Knox County Attorney General RONALD WEBSTER has 
Indicated he plans to prosecute these defendants as vigorously 
as the "Knoxville 22" individuals were prosecuted. 

At the present time the Knoxville Division d oes— not 

have an y^suggea t ions for any counter-in tell igence~?c tion, and 
contact is being maintained 'witK the~6SD aVtlT and the Knox- 
ville PD concerning this matter. If any information is 
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obtained before instituting this program. 



MATM Dm* 

Mn(a<n)gHU % y 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO • DIRECTOR, FBI (100-449698) 


DAT*: 7/17/70 


KNOXVILLE (10 0-3687) (P) 

^-C OINTELPROZ P 1 NEW LEFT 

Re Knoxville letter 2/19/70. 




e individuals 

both students and non-students appear to be causing all the 
discontent on the UT campus. He advised that the majority 
of these individuals have returned home for the summer and 
at present no problem exists on the UT Campus. 


I BSSiSP 0 ta ted that the last week in May, 1970, 

BILLY GRAHAM conducted a religious crusade at Beyland 
Stadium on the OT campus and that on the night of 5/28/70, 
President NIXON visited Knoxville and made a short speech 
at this crusade. He said that several students met and 
formulated plans to embarrass President NIXON when he spoke. 
Stated approximately 300 students seated as a group in the 
etadium and when President NIXON spoke they harrassed him and 
used profane language during this speech. One individual, 
the leader of the group, wasbngjecKately arrested and 
Escorted from the stadium. stated that movies of this 

activity were taken. After tne service was over, Knoxville 
Police Department officers arrested 8 or 9 other individuals 
for disturbing a religious service and the next day films of 
the dissident group were observed and eventually approximately.. 
37 individuals were identified and later arrested for 
disturbing a religious ceremony. He stated all of these 
individuals except two were bound over to the Knox County 
Grand Jury for disturbing a religious ceremony and for using 
profane language. 

stated that officers of the SSD as well 
as of fleers or tne Knoxville Police Department are continually 
trying to obtain information that can be used to arrest the 
30 to 50 troublemakers. He said that any little thing that r 
can be used against these students is used to combat their J. 
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further advised that recently the Board of 
Trustees and the majority of the trustees were 

very Unhappy concerning the treatment that President NIXOH 
received when he visited Knoxville and the disturbance that . 
occurred 1/15/70, on the UT campus when 22 students and non- 
students were arrested and bound over to the Grand Jury. 

stated that the Board of Trustees indicated that this 
activity is going to be stopped and that more 
stringent rules and regulations concerning non-students as 
well as students are to be formulated so that with the coming 
of the next school year there will be no more incidents happen like 
this. 

At present the Kn oxville Division does not have any 
suggestions for any counter-inte lligence action and ■“"* 

contact is being maintained with t'(it~SSD _ at UT and the Knoxville 
PD concerning this matter. If any information is received 
regarding possible counter-intelligence activity, the Bureau 
will be advised and Bureau authority will be obtained before 
instituting this program. 
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Memorandum 


TO . : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-448698) 


FROM gAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3687) (P) 

«UBfECT: < / ~rnTNTET.P BO ..- -^ l EW -LEFT 


Re Bureau letter 7/8/69. 


, Knoxvine^rennessee, 

Southern Student Organizing Committee (SS0C) or any other 
New Left organization is active and organized on thie campis 
at present.. He stated that a few former 6S0C members have 
returned for the Fall Quarter, along with some new "hippie" 
individuals . 

The Knoxville Division has notreceived any information 
concerning any New Left organizations active in any other /■*) 
college within thie division. / JaA 

in view of the above, the Knoxville Division at this 
time does not have any suggestion for counterintelJJ^enge 
acbyary^Conta^t^Bb^^^l maintained with the 

omeacufvTandi fa ny information is received regarding 
possible counterintelligence activity, the Bureau will be 
advised and Bureau authority will be obtained before instituting 
this program. 
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. Direct^ FBI fl00-4496M>--iV^ 1 - «r. 1 . ^ ^ 

COISTKLPBO -KKY LETT \ • ■ . 

. ^ . / ■' v. \ . \ 

••; Be or let 6/2^/69'i^ \ ,'Z^ '..y.'X/' 

Beferonced letter *m - Uat there vas ee ’ 
potential offered for the Counterintelligence Program la 
pour dlvlsbnj that the Studente for a Democratic Society 
(SBS) , despite an announcement In 'Bap* 1969, that it Intended 
to organise a chapter at the University of Tennessee, had 
failed to do aoj and that persons active In the Southern Student 
Organising Committee (SSOC; at other colleges la pour 

- division had graduated, 

You concluded that slaca school officials were 
doing everything in tbelr power to prevent lev Left organ!- - 
cations from gaining s foothold on college and university "/ • 

— i campuses, it mould be possible to elose.-pour file on the 

Counterintelligence Program. J - 

| ' la view of the oerloua violence Vhlch occurred oa 

g campuses during the last academic pear, manpyof vhlch were 
g spontaneous, and In vlev of the fact that thers has been so 
evidence Whatsoever to substantiate the conclusion that the •' 

Hev Left's efforts on the latlon’s campuses are abating, poo';-, 

— should mot close out this Program in your office. During 

. this period of abated activity hp the lev Left, poo should II • 
prepare for and seek new vaya ftf arresting the attacks bp 
W the lew Left. which will. In all probability, develop during 11 
the cooing academic jrsa»,*,|: * «^v 

r - f-'X' Information has been received that BBS Is waking 
£.• plans to organize in the vacuum created bp the demise of SSOC, v- 
f You should thoroughly review this problem as it relates to 
f:' your division snd advise whether efforts can be taken to 
e . frustrate sap attempts to organize BBS in pour territory. Vn- >• 


■fcUrt-iJHHipw/JwJir V ■ t 'T...-- -•?>;:? V/Ti- rv 

( 4 ) V ^ • • ' ■; . if 

JOTZj Quarterly letter by Knoxville indicated that it plans ? 
to close Its Counterintelligence Program In vlev of the fact :XriX 
winter SBS nor SSOC dsrectlve in its division. a y . 
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Memorandum 


date: 6/24/69 


to :DIRECTOR, FBI (100-449698) 


^w»^^^C..-XN O?(VILLE ( 100-3687) (C) vL'jfflj' ~ 

/^UBjECTfC OINTEl ^^ - N EW LEFT 

Re Knoxville letter dated 3/25/69. 

The Knoxville Division does not have any potential 
or pending counterintelligence program pending at the present 


On 5/21/69 and 


/p Organizing Committee (SSOC) is not active on the campus at" 

iXi present in view of the fact that only a few students and non 

' in. students remain here after the Spring Quarter ended. This 

* organization has not been recognized as a campus organization. 

In addition, stated that the Students for a 

Democratic Society (SDSJ announced in Hay 1969, that they were 
going to organize a chapter at UT; however, they have had no 
meetings to organize and the faculty adviser has left UT and 

f " gone to Canada. He stated this organization appears to be 
inactive; however, the SSD has been alerted to obtain all 
information they can concerning SSOC and SDS. 

-- (ar f, “ 4 Information received fro 


eeneviiie, Tennessee, ina-rcate 
Appalachian Student Organizing Committee, affiliate 
of SSOC, is active at Tusculum College and that persons in 
leadership capacity with this organization have graduated 
and left the Greeneville, Tennessee area. 


ecentiy advXsea that 

[instructor at this school, was one of the 
iviouarB"wno“attempted to organize SSOC at the school; 
however, they have been unsuccessful. Be stated that 
to leave this school soon. 
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In view of the above, the Knoxville Division, 
at this time, does not have any suggestions for counter- 
intelligence action. Contact is being maintained with the 
above individuals regarding any possible counterintelligence 
activity and if any information is received the Bureau will 
be advised immediately. It should be noted that the above 
individuals have stated that they are doing everything within 
their power to prevent these organizations from getting a foot- 
hold at these colleges and universities. 

This case is being p laced in a rlna^d status and 
if any possible potential counterintelligence program 
received Bureau authority will be requested. 
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Memorandum 


5 DIRECTOR, FBI (100-449698) 


date: 3/25/69 
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KNOXVILLE (100-3687) (P) 
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SUBJECT: ^ COINTELPRO, - HEW LEFT 

Re Knoxville letter dated 1/29/69. 

. The following is being submitted to the Bureau 

y for information. The Knoxville Division does not have any 

/ J potential or pending counterintelligence program pending 

at the present. 

^ - On 3/18/69 

BUlga Unlversity of Tennessee (UT) , Knoxviile"" l I r eTi 1 n7KW,*' 1l,i5 
auvTsed that the Southern Student Organizing Committee (SSOC), 
has not been accepted by the UT administration as a campus 
recognized organization and that this organization may have 
difficulty in being accepted. 


In addition, ^Sffigstated the SSOC at times tries 
to confront UT officials and the BSD and invite them to 
meetings , etc., in order to obtain publicity; "however, they 
remain behind the scenes and allow the SSOC to do anything ]/ 
within reason, knowing that their prime objective is to 
“corner them* on certain issues in public before curious Jr'- 

UT students present. ' 

ta ted the SSD is alert and is using everything 
within their power to disrupt the SSOC and any other organization 
they feel not worthy to be on the UT campus. 


advised 3/5/69 that two plain-clothes UT 
policemen recently arrested an individual stealing books at 
theCampus Book Store and when they arrested the subject, 
SSOC member, came up and interfered with the 
orricers and indicated that he would act as counsel and 
followed the three t othe police car. At this time the 
police officers tol<f ^*jg not to interfere and when he 
continued to do so, he was placed under arrest and was 
released under $250.00 bond for disorderly conduct. This 
arrest occurred 2/27/69 on the UT campus. 


7* - Knoxville 
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Zn addition, information was furnished by the 
Knoxville Office to the SSD that a rally was to be held in 
front of the Administration Building and the SSD was of the 
opinion that some students might attempt to go inside the 
building where the Board of Trustees were meeting. 

m»M^stated that during this rally a UT delivery 
truck was parkedin front of the entrance of toe Administration 
Building and that all during this demonstration UT employees^ 
loaded and unloaded new furniture into the building. 
stated that the employees carried in the same desks 
chairs and th'en returned them back into the truck until the 
demonstration dispersed. Be stated that the truck was used 
to block the front entrance and that it was almost impossible 
for the demonstrators to gain entry except on an individual 
basis. He further stated that several campus policemen were 
stationed inside the building to cope with the situation. . 

Zn the 3/7/69 edition of the Knoxville Journal , 
a daily publication, Knoxville, Tennessee, an article appeared 
on page 1 captioned ‘Attempts Of New Left To Hake Znroads 
With Students Seen Failing*. 

This article was very critical of the new left 
activities at high schools and colleges throughout the United 
States being sponsored by the SSOC and the Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS) . 

Zn the 3/4/69 issue of the *UT Daily Beacon*, a 
student publication at UT, an article appeared indicating 
that the President of the Student Government Association 
was critical of the SSOC planned demonstration to be held 
3/6/69. This article indicated that this demonstration would 
only serve to further Inflame tensions and will be interpreted 
as coercive or threatening. 


Zn the 2/27/69 issue of toe Knoxville Journal an 
article indicated that a new student group called the Majority 
Coalition had been organized on the UT campus in support 
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of the Administration. In several recent Issues the articles 
have indicated two petitions would be circulated among the 
students, one being to praise the Administration for trying 
to improve education and the second one condemning the Student 
Government Association and other student groups on the campus 
for their censure of President ANDREW BOLT and other officials 
at UT. 

In the 3/10/69 issue of the Knoxville News-Sentinel , 
a daily publication, Knoxville, an article appeared that the" 
Majority Coalition group at UT had conducted their petition 
campaign and' the committee indicated that approximately 4,000 
names on these petitions will be presented to President BOLT. 

Other articles appearing in newspapers in the Knoxville 
area and the TIT Daily Beacon'have been critical of the SS0C 
activities in attempting to organize student riot groups in 
high schools and colleges. 

In view of this, the Knoxville Division at this time 
does not have any suggestions for cou nt erlntelllgence action. 
Contact is being maintained with the SSD, trf , regarding any 
and if any information is received regarding possible counter- 
intelligence activity, the Bureau will be advised and Bureau 
authority will be requested. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ^ 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-449698) 


FROlT^ygAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3687) (P) 


date: 1/29/69 


rV — COU 


JUBJECTr—COINTELPRO - NEW LEFT 

Re Knoxville letter dated 11/26/68. 

The following is being submitted to the Bureau i 

for information. The Knoxville Division does not have any , j 
potential or pending counterintelligence program pending hf! 
at the present. v 


Oniversity of Tennessee (U-T) , Knoxville, Tennessee, advised^ 
1/20/69 that the Southern Student Organizing Committee (SSOC) 
at O-T has not been recognized as a campus organization by the 
U-T administration and indicated the administration has not 
recognized SSOC in view of the fact that a non-student is 
included on the organizational board, the aims and objectives 
of SSOC were not specifically stated in the constitution and 
that the connection with the national organization at Nashville, 
Tennessee, was not clear. 

Be stated that the SSOC is in the process of submitting 
another constitution to U-T for approval; however, SSD and 
U-T officials are trying everything in their power to prevent 
this organization from being recognized. He stated if the 
organization abides by all the requirements set forth by the 
administration, they will have to be recognized; however, the 
SSD during the past months has made a determined effort to ■ 
find out everything about the SSOC. They have contacted other 
schools regarding the organization and the SSD has one of their 
employees attend meetings and associate with the small SSOC 
group at U-T in order to obtain factual information concerning 
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stated that any Information the SSD obtains * 
regarding pH5¥?^.on of drugs or pills in possession of U-T 
students and SSOC members has and is being furnished to the 
Knoxville Police Department and numerous raids and arrests have 
been made in this matter. In addition, a former female 
student during the last quarter at U-T but presently not 
attending U-T is associating with some SSOC students and 
dSHiil^as indicated that the SSD is considering having the 
Dean of Women write to this student's parents in Virginia 
and inform them that she is not in school and is associating 
with undesirab^sand that the parents might want to visit or 
contact her. stated this is being done and it is his 

opinion that the parents think their daughter is still 
attending school. 

In addition £38^311 stated the SSOC at times tries 
to confront U-T officials and the SSD and invite them to 
meetings, etc., in order to obtain publicity; however, they 
remain behind the scenes and allow the SSOC to do anything 
within reason, knowing that their prime objective is to 
"corner them" on certain issues in public before curiouB 
U-T students present. 

stated the SSD is alert and is using everything 
within their power to disrupt the SSOC and any other organization 
they feel not worthy to be on the U-T campus. 

He stated that the "Paperbag", published by a member 
of the SSOC at U-T, has become defunct and only two issues were 
issued in the Fall of 1968. He stated no money could be obtained 
in order to publish this paper, which is not allowed to be 
sold on the campus. 

The SSOC is having a hard time getting organized on 
•the campus at U-T and only six or seven students seem to be 
actively involved. The SSD is working very hard in order to 
; v ; do anything to disrupt or cause embarrassment to SSOC members. 
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In view of this, the Knoxville Division at this time 
does not have any s ug gestio ns- f o r -count er intell igence aci-jo p . 
Contact - is’ Being maintained with the SSD, U-T, regarding any 
and if any information is received regarding possible counter- 
intelligence activity, the Bureau will be advised and Bureau 
authority will be requested. 



UNITED STATES GC{J RNMENT 

Memorandum > 

: DIRECTOR, FBI (400 44099 ?) * {'•pi* 


11/26/68 


fro^^SJC^TCNOXVILLE (100-3687) (P) ' (v/ 

subject: - NEW LEFT 

<- 5 ^ Re Knoxville letters dated 6/31/68, 6/13/68 and 7/2/68. 

fz . • ■ 

_V The following is being submitted to the Bureau for 

information in reference to the captioned matter i 

The' Knoxville Division does not have any potential or 
pending counterintelligence program approved by the Bureau at 
present. 

In October, 1968, the Southern Students Organizing 
Committee (SS0C) started holding organizational meetings on the 
University of Tennessee (U-T) campus. They were allowed to hold 
' three organizational meetings in order to establish a constitution 
and present same to U-T administration for approval. As of this 
date SSOC has not been approved? however, after the third meeting 
SSOC obtained space in the Student Center under a different name. , 
The Security and Safety Department (SSD) at U-T became aware Of. /! 
this and prevented SSOC from holding further meetings. U 

The SSD at U-T has two U-T students, one who is an • 
employee of the department, who are associated with the "in group" 
of SSOC and are reporting on the activities of the SSOC. These 
; sources are providing valuable info rmation 
SSQC L activity which is furnished by 

®|$Su-T, to the Knoxville Office, Any otner miormation regarding 
WYSgs and other matters are furnished to the local police and 
Tennessee Bureau of Criminal Identification. 

These sources furnish advanced information regarding 
coming SSOC meetings, protests and other activities of SSOC 
on the campus. . ■ . 

/St- 
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For example, advanced information was furnished 
by one source regarding a group of college students, some SSOC * • 
members, holding a weekend meeting at Laurel Lake, Townsend, 
Tennessee. This information was furnished to the Knoxville 
Office, who contacted the Blount County Sheriff's Office, who, 
in turn, contacted the manager of the camp. Later, the manager 
found the group violating the beer ordinance on the camp 
premises and when the Sheriff's Office was called, the group 
rapidly dispersed prior to arrival of the police. 

It should be noted that there are approximately seven 
to ten individuals who are actively involved in getting the 
SSOC organized at U-T, who are described as the “hippie" type. 

One source of |(|S& Bli@By urnl»hed advanced information 
regarding a press conferenceof^^U-T student on 10/25/68 at the 
Main Post Office, Knoxville, Tennessee, in order to publicize the 
New Party (DICK GREGORY for President). This individual's 
apartment had previously been raided by local authorities and 
Secret Service and GREGORY one-dollar bills confiscated. 

One source provl<Jed information regarding ttisU-T 
student hiding out at Greeneville, Tennessee, over the weekend 
after this press conference and this student reported to have 
been scared to death because of the raid and later heard a 
warrant was out for his arrest; however, this was a warrant 
obtained by his parents to have him committed to Eastern 
State Hospital, Knoxville, Tennessee, for examination and will 
only be released upon authority of the parents. 

At the start of the school year, 1968, at U-T the 
controversial open speaker policy has been a big issue and some 
students, along with SSOC members, demand students have the 
right to invite any speaker and the names of DICK GREGORY and 
ELDRIDGE CLEAVER were submitted to speak; however, U-T officials 
would not O.K. the speakers because of their radical background. 
The new Chancellor at U-T, CHARLES WEAVER, has indicated the 
school should have the final say in this matter and no speaker 
will be invited to speak at U-T who will embarrass the school _ 
because of remarks he may make. WEAVER has indicated that he 
will never give in to the demands of students regarding anyone 
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to speak on the campus; however, this issue is still in a 
pending status. 

The SSOC and other students have been attempting to 
confront the administration at D-T and sources have provided 
advanced information to the SSD and this department has taken 
preventive measures not to allow SSOC to obtain any unnecessary 
publicity. The SSD is of the opinion with the background 
information they have regarding operation of SSOC to date, 
it will not be recognized as a campus-approved organization. 

One source provided advanced information that on 
11/26/68 the SSOC is to sponsor a Hyde Park Day Rally/Bitch-ln 
to be held at Noon at the Student Center to discuss complaints 
of students with 0-T officials. SSD has advised U-T officials 
and campus police will not appear in view of fact that SSOC 
appears to be using this rally as a publicity measure to 
further their aims on the campus. 


SSOC members have reported they are very disgusted 
because they have not received any publicity in regard to 
police-student incidents on the campus and are trying everything 
to get this publicity but are not receiving it. Local police 
and U-T police are making weekly raids regarding students and 
non-students in possession of drugs and narcotics, some of this 
information which was originally furnished by the two above- 
mentioned sources of 6S0C. 


In addition, the SSD will not allow new left literature 
to be distributed on the campus and if any material is found, it 
is Immediately confiscated. 


In September, 1968, information was received that a 
student at East Tennessee State University (ETSU) , Johnson 
City, Tennessee, had enrolled at U-T and this student had been 
expelled at ETSU previously for passing out 1: *- t C .O^C5!giiuJ rv ‘ < ** 
-immediately furnished to 

Who advised that U-t’WW no?' accept any 
student who was on probation or in a suspension status from 
another school and that he would check with U-T officials and 
see if this student was registered. Because of this, the 
student was not allowed to enter U-T. 



XX 100-3687 


In October, 1968, Vice President HUBERT H. HUMPHREY - 
spoke on the U-T campus and prior to his visit the SSOCplanned 
a^Uent protest during his appearance. SpecsL Agent IKlilSJBk 
■BjoSI, Knoxville, Tennessee, advised that £he Air 
IBWat U-T had been requested by U-T officials to provide an 
honor guard for Mr. HUMPHREY and that military personnel at 
U-T were concerned as an honor guard being present during this 
affilr might cause the SSOC to start some disturbance that would 
embarrass members of the honor guard. 

MflSjl^stated discussions were held as to the possibility 
of Bone get out of having this honor guard and finally 

came up with the excuse that since HUMPHREY was appearing as 
a Presidential candidate and not as a representative of the 
Vice Presidency of the United States he was not entitled to this 
guard. U-T officials were advised of this decision and the 
problem was settled without further discussion. 

UPlPstated if HUMPHREY had appeared in the capacity 
of Vice President there would have been no way for the Air Force 
ROTC to deny him this guard. 

Mill Indicated that the SSOC might have created some 
embarrassirTgH^tuation during this affair had the honor guard 
been present, it being noted that the guard would have to act 
in a military manner regardless of what action was taken by the 
students. 

Since the SSOC 1 b in the formative stages on the U-T 
campus, no counterintelligence program is being reconum fnflfifl a^ r thiq 
time. This organization is under investigation in order to obtain 
background data and leading members and when information is 
received concerning the possibility of any counterintelligence 
action. Bureau authority will be requested. 
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* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
July 2, 1968 


NEW LEFT ACTIVITY 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 
KNOXVILLE. TENNESSEE 
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Advised November 2, 1967, that General 
Maxwell Taylor, retired, former Chief of Staff and former 
Ambassador to Vietnam, spoke at the Alumni Memorial Gymnasium 
located on the U-T campus on November 1, 1967, at 8i00 PM. 

stated that an anti-Vietnam war demonstration 
had been ecTreoIned after the conclusion of this speech and 
that demonstrators were to march from the Alumni Menorial 
Gymnasium to the Student Center where General Taylor was 
to have a reception; however, this reception was called • , 

off and no march or demonstration to the Student Center 
occurred. 

HH|^P stated that a group of approximately 15 anti- 
Vietnam war demonstrators gathered in the parking lot near 
the Alumni Memorial Gymnasium and some of these demonstrators 
were carrying signs denouncing the U. S. stand in the war in 
Vietnam. Approximately 75 to 100 individuals also gathered 
in the parking lot carrying placards which indicated support 
of the policy of the U. S. in this war. 

' l^^SRatated no violence of any nature occurred 

during this 1 aria ir other than the individuals supporting the 
Vietnam war threw some eggs at the anti-Vietnam war demonstrators. 

^H§gCTadvi8ed that prior to the speech by General 
Taylor, 15 anti-Vietnam demonstrators were outside the 
Alumni Memorial Gymnasium carrying placards in a peaceful 
manner; however, they were not allowed to enter the gymnasium. 

One demonstrator, however, gained entrance and placed an 
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anti-Vietnam sign on the wall, which was immediately taken 
down and this individual was escorted outside the building 
by U-T campus police. 

A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised March 18, 1968, that in the Fall of 1967 
. a student organization known as the Vietnam Education Committee 
(VEC) presented a constitution to the officials of U-T request- 
ing approval to organize- on the campus. 

Source Btated this constitution indicated it was 
•to educate U-T students by exchange of view3 and putting forth 
an alternative view to the Administration* e policy ir. Vietnam,* 
and the VEC was opened to any U-T student and faculty member 
in sympathy of the purposes of t£.e VEC. Source advised that 
the VEC was »pprn»»a orga nization or. Fet 

1968, and that T 

at U-T . was listed as a faculty advisor anc 
a graduate student at U-” was listed as chaifii-n. source 
furnished a copy of the VEC constitution, which is as follows! 
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_JU-T, advised March 29, 1968, that 
General Levll^ U. Kershey, Director of Selective Service System, 
Washington, D. C., spoke March 28, 1968, at a banquet held in 
the ballroom of the University Center, which was sponsored by 
the Great Smoky Mountain Council of the Boys Scouts of America. 

■ISjl&tated that prior to the speech by General 
Hershey a*^^Wffi^itely 500 individuals, mostly students and 
observers, gathered around the University Center. In addition, 
members of the VEC, wearing black arm bands around their right 
arms, were present. He stated that the VEC indicated that a 
peaceful demonstration would be held between 6t00 and BiOO PM 
on March 28, 1968. At 8i00 PM these VEC demonstrators dispersed; 
however, a few of the VEC demonstrators carried signs protesting 
U. S. involvement in the war in Vietnam. 

stated thatE^gg§»®a leader of the VEC, 

Stood at tne entrance of the University Center and held an 
American Flag; however, no entrances or walks were blocked 
and the demonstration was held in a peaceful manner. 

lid state that approximately 25 students gathered 
on the s6Uth"srde of the University Center and were singing 
and yelling, "We will not go"; however, when this group was 
approached and told a meeting was being held at the University 
Center and that actually they were violating the civil rights 
of those inside in that they were being denied a peaceful 
meeting and after several warnings, this greup quieted down 
and moved away from the area. I 



btated that around 9t40 PM,] 

was arrested by :aropuB police at U-T for caz"i 
.22 rifle and when he was observed in the vicinity of the 
University Center with this gun, he appeared to be under th 

influence of something. During the time of the arrest of r 

he was creating a disturbance and yelling, "I am the God damn 
son-of-a bitch who has fought in Vietnam." 
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1965 and that on one occasion 
was in th e Administration Building, became angry with 
someone and rammed his fist through some glassir^^ie door and 
had to be treate^^^he University Clinic. |^ron9lBaleo 
indicated that^^^^H|while a studentatU^^HSSratedthat 
he was going t ^commit suicide. fsMl§PBB|piilMadviaed 
visU j e^iim'or^igrch 28, 1968, ffl^Sf^^EaSBily drerlf^Tnid 
tol^^^HHE|^Hthat he had been in the Navy two and one-half 
years Ufld while ne was in Vietnam h^^^^eer. bit^k a dog 
and this had affected him mentallvWBBall lfc nld SB5lH 8B 8JK->'»4- 
he was sent home recently by the Urt^Navy and wH“?8“Siceive 
a medical discharge. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. ‘ It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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KllOXViU 6 | TCAHCS S6€ f 
advised 4t45 AM this date 

a Checker cab was dispatched to the Knoxville College (KC) 
campus and that later around 5il8 AM, the Kr.oxville Police 
Department received a call from the Checker Cab Company that 
this cab was being stoned and that the driver reeded assist- 
ance. 

' tatec ^ a abort time later Cr. Robert L. Owens, 

III, Pre«oin^or KC, visited the Knoxville Police Department 
and indicated that he did not want police officers sent to 
the KC campus and indicated he had sent college students to 
aid this cab driver. 

/ | indicated that approximately €tC3 AM 

,| infornationvasreceived at the Knoxville Police Department 
• that th e Checker Cab had been burned and the driver, 
was found in the vicinity of the cab shot, 


Records of the Kr.oxville Police Department indicated 
that on the night of March 8, 1968, a group of Negro boys were 
in possession of Molotov cocktails near the KC campus and 
when they were approached, these Negro boys abandoned a bag 
containing these Molotov cocktails and the officers pursued 
this group campus, arresting one individual by 

the name of 


he obtained information that a building on the KC campus was 
to be burned and when he reported to work at the KC campus, 
there were several students, both male and female, outside 




k tKtLOSm 


NEW LEFT ACTIVITY 
KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 

Davis Ball, a boys' dormitory, and that Dr. Robert L. Owens, 
XII, and other security officers were present. 

mutated that a male student using a bull 
horn or loud speaker was urging the students to core out of 
the dormitories and join the crowd. ~f *0 


He stated shortly thereaf a KC 
student, approached Dr. Owens ar.d arked wr.at was go^Jg to 
be done about the students that had been arrested by the 
Knoxville Police Department jhocameonto the carpus to 
arrest them. At this time asked Dr. Owens 

to go to the police station^n3rd?PJ;"lU B ’l™ t something be 
done about the students, at which time Dr. Owens indicated 
he would go there himself and obtain the details. 

fg§g||Sj®Mdrove Dr. C^e^^tothepolice station and 
laterfivestudentsr including arrived and 

demanded what he was goTsg to ao a ctilt the students, 
at^&Kich time Dr. Owens indicated they were all arrested legally 

lESfeljfc^PS indicated that he and Dr. Owens returned to 
the KC campus and when they arrived at the residence of Dr. 
Owens, there were several students conversing with Mrs. Owens 
andwerc using rude language. When Dr. Owens arrived, 
|p!|§3j|j§pagain demanded to know what he was going to do TOr&nsWi- 
Ing the arrested students and again Dr. Owens advised that they 
were all legally arrested, and he tried to calm the crowd. 
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been chargedwithfelo^ous assault in connection with the 
shooting of and the burning\of the cab and the 

trial for thlS^^KHA^luals is sot for April 29-30, 1966, 
in Criminal Court, Knoxville, Tennessee. \ 


KBpgBjBpi^g^S^gBgjMUcivised In late April a.-.a early Kay, 1568, 
tna^tnetrTa^o^che three KC students was decayed on May 1, 

1968, because one of the defense attorneys was ld.1, .jand on 
May 2, 1968, it was ascertained that this defens* attorney was 
in' the hospital and the case was declared a mistrial ar.d the 
defendants returned to the Knox County Call. 

In the May 22, 1968, issue cf the Knoxville KeV9- 
Sentinel, a daily publication, Knoxville, Tennessee," 

On May 1, 1968, Dr. Robert L. Owens, III, advised that 
approximately 10:00 PM on April 30, 1968, some -IS. to"20 KC 
students after attending a student meeting on the KC campus, 
visited him at his residence and presented three demands. He 
stated the students indicated that they wanted more money to have 
social affairs, KC to furnish legal protection and advice 
regarding students being interviewed by the Knoxville Police 
Department, and that President Owens and other KC officials 
make a statement on behalf of the three KC students who are 
presently on trial at Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Dr. Owens informed the students that it was his 
opinion that they were being provided enough money for, social 
activities and that he would contact the legal counsel for the 
college and get his views in reference to their demands concerning 
legal protection for KC students. Dr. Owens indicated that the 
students criticized him and other college officials for not 
standing behind the three imprisoned KC students and that no 
one at KC had done anything to get these students out on bond; 
however. Dr. Owens told the students these were only three ' 
students out of 900 on the campus and that no one should expect 
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him to spend all his time in connection with their problems. 

Dr. Owens asked these students whet they had done in reference 
to the imprisoned students and they admitted they had done 
nothing. 

Dr. Owens stated these students still demanded that 
he do something definite and that if he did not. they would 
boycott classes on May 1, 1968. 

Dr. Owens stated that on Kay 1. 1968. each claes had 
approximately two or three students attending; however, majority 
of the students were milling around the campus and rumors were 
being passed that KC students would picket or boycott the trial 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, concerning the three imprisoned KC 
students. 

A source, _ybo has--furii±Ehed reliable- ttfcrmaticn 
in the past, advised On Kay 6-7, 1968, that elapses were back 
to normal on therxc campus and that on May 3, 1968, most of 
the students ,were back in the classes; however, on Kay 1 and 2, 
1968, several students did attend the trial cf the three KC 
students and when the judge declared it a mistrial on Kay 2, 
1968, most of the students seemed to be satisfied and returned 
to the campus. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It 1 b the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agnecy; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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In view of the fact that no information has been 
received that the new left movement has been organized in ■ 
the Knoxville Division, no counterintelligence proqram- ls 
being recommen d* »*• t-ia*. This matter is being followed 

closely and if any information is received that any new left 
movement becomes active, the Bureau will be advised and 
appropriate steps taken, jjjj 

a. on do 


Knoxville Division does not anticipate any violence 
on the Knoxville campuses during the forthcoming school year, 
this being based on informati on received over, the » 

and comments recently made by 
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Re Knoxville letter to the Bureau dated 5/31/68, 
Bureau letter to Albany dated 5/23/68, and Bureau airtel to 
Albany dated 6/6/68. 

In referenced letter dated 5/23/68, it was requested 
that information be obtained concerning the following items t 

1. False Allegations of Police Brutality 

For the information of the Bureau, the Knoxville 
Office has not received any information concerning this 
matter. 


^ 2. Immorality 

Sources of the Knoxville Office have been furnished 
any information concerning the scurrilous and depraved nature 
of characters, activities, habits and living conditions con- 
necjted with New Left adherents. 


3. Action by College Administrators 


In Knoxville letter to the Bureau dated 5/31/68 on 
jes 2 and 3. information was set forth regarding jg§l||§|!^p&i 
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After several meetings between college officials 
and these students/ President GIBSON appeared before the 
Trustees of this college. Xn a speech by President GIBSON 
before the full board of trustees during the annual session 
held in Morristown. Tennessee. Dr. GIBSON stated "the col- 
lege must have order on its campus if it is to safeguard 
its scholarship and its moral atmosphere." 

Dr. GIBSON further stated "the college must be 
free, acting within its rights as described by its charter 
and its policies under the charter, to perform its functions. 

I I believe that it is important that we seek not only to 
inculcate in our students a thirst for knowledge, but in 
their search for truth to implant within them the seeds of 
responsible social and moral behavior." 

Xn Bureau airtel dated 6/6/68, it was suggested 
that security informants could possibly be utilized to 
cover Key Activists of Hew Left activities. Xn addition, 
it was requested that consideration be given to obtaining 
from military intelligence agencies identities of military 
intelligence personnel who have been recently discharged 
or are about to be discharged as many of these individuals 
stay be entering college. Xn addition, it was requested 
that close and continuous liaison with military agencies 
in each area be made so that the Bureau can obtain all 
information developed by them. Xt was suggested that indi- 
viduals connected with these agencies might attend college 
on a full or put-time basis and could be utilized as campus 


For information of the Bureau, the Knoxville 
Division at the present time does not have any security 
informants. 

Contact will be made with local military intelli- 
gence groups in regard to the above. If any information 
is received concerning the above, it will be immediately 
furnished to the Bureau. ' 
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Re Bureau letter to Albany dated 5/10/68, 
with copy to Knoxville. 

In reference letter information set forth that 
the Bureau was instituting • Counterintelligence Program 
directed against the New Left movement and its Key 
Activists. Each office instructed to open active control 
file for the purpose to expose, disrupt, and otherwise 
neutralise the activities of the various New Left 
organisations, their leadership, and adherents. 

f.Jt por the Information of the Bureau, sources 
of the Knoxville Division have been contacted on a 
continuing basis in reference to any active participation 
to the New Left movanent or its Key^Activists in this 

As of this date no information has been 
received that any group in reference to the above has 
been organised in this division, such as the SDS, 8S0C, 
SNCC, $CEF, w.e.B. DuBois Clubs, etc. f* O' / 
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A Branch of the Nation of Islam (NOX) was 
organised in Knoxville, Tennessee, around January, 1967, 
and has approximately six or seven members, including 
a confidential source. Information received to date from 
confidential sources indicates this organisation not making 
any headway in Knoxville and that the teachings of the 
NOX are not being accepted by the majority of the Negroes 
in Knoxville: 

For the information of the Bureau An incident 
occurred at Knoxville College (KC), an all Negro college, 
Knoxville, Tennessee, on 3/9/68, in which Negro police 
came on the campus and arrested some Negro students and 
shortly thereafter during the same night a white cab 
driver was called to the campus to pick up a fare and 
he was later killed and his cab burned. Prior to this 
cab's coming on the campus, KC students visited ROBERT L. 
OWENS, HI, President of KC, and demanded that he not 
allow police to enter the campus as it was private property. 
Other meetings between Dr. OWENS and KC students have 
occurred and Dr. OWENS has informed these students that 
police will be allowed to come on the campus Whenever laws 
are broken. On one occasion KC students visited Dr. 

•’ ~ OWENS* residence and one student used obscene language 

in his house at which time Dr. OWENS immediately told 
this person and other students present if any more obscene 
language was used, he would personally throw them out of 
his house and that if they did not believe him just to 
'Tvt. try it. • .. _____ 


- Dr. OWENS as well as Miss MOZELLE ROBINSON, 

Assistant Dean of Students at KC, have advised that school ^ 

- is out until the Fall of 1968 and the students have returned - Xy.-.j:/ 
home j_hov ever, the students and others who have been - 
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Involved in differences during the past academic year ■ 

will not be allowed to return to school next Fall. • a'-" - ';-v' 

•; v '-'* - ’'r V-^-' 

Miss ROB INS ON has indicated that she is a strict' TiV- 
disciplinarian and she is not going to have any unruly ; 
students at KC and if students do not "tow the mark" she * \ 

is going to do everything she can in order to get rid 
of them. \ 

Dr. OWENS has advised that as President of KC," 
he is going to operate this college as a respectable 'r. 
educational institution, and never intends to give in to V- ~S. 
any petty demands of students, such as their asking for ‘ "~V- 
better food, more money for social affairs, doing away 
with the campus police, and other petty requests. 

Dr. OWENS and Miss ROBINSON advised recently 
that no regular school is being held at KC this summer / \ 

and the only programs being held are the Upward Bound 
Program to aid students to qualify for college entrance . " r 

requirements. _ ■ . . ... . '' 

Coll ege, Johnson 

that school has been dismissed for the summer, -A* 1 ' 1 

however, prior to’ this dismissal, one or two individuals 
have been passing out Southern Student Organizing Convnittee 
(SSOC) literature, which is located in Nashville, Tennessee. 

She stated that she does not anticipate any activity by Ty- 

this organization during the summer months, however, its 

may be reinstuted during the Fall Quarter. . A’ : j \- ' 

.... \-~ . ’*■ ' j 

Universitj^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ advised V~v.- • 

on 5/31/68 that SSOC is attempting to become aff'i’ “T* 
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atthisschool and that an kidividual by the name of - ' - r - 

MjBspllgfi lslI^^ from Nashville, Tennessee, and a former 
Vanderbilt student, ^^passing out SOOC literature to 
the students. Dean^^^tHftindicated that the school 
administration is trying to prevent this organization 
from becoming active on the campus, however, he does not V 
know at this time the final results of their action. , 




In view of the fact that no Information has been 


vement has been organiz 
no Counterintelligence 


This matter is being 
followed closely and if any information is received that 
the New Left movement or any Key Activists are active 
in this division, the Bureau will be advised and appropriate 
steps will be taken to institute this program. 


